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“He — meaning the Messenger - did not fail to
explain anything which the Ummah would need;
so whoever claims that Allah did not complete
His religion has rejected the Book of Allah Al-
mighty.” (14)

Imam Baqir said:

“Indeed Allah did not leave out anything that
the nation might need - right up to the Day of
Resurrection — except that He revealed it in His
Book and explained it to His Messenger. He set
a limit for everything and a guide to point towards
it.” (15)

There are hundreds of passages with the same
meaning which indicate that politics is part of Is-
lam — and moreover that it is at the heart of Islam
in general and in specific aspects. The hadith
books are full of these references in a variety of
contexts.

Distinction between the two types of poli-
tics

Islamic politics differs fromtoday's world politics.
It differs in its roots and branches. Islamic politics
is completely different from modern politics as
implemented by nation states. That is because
Islam in its politics follows a blend of administra-
tion and justice, comprehensive love, preserv-
ing the dignity of the person and the sanctity of
blood. It strives not to spill even so much as a
drop of blood without a just cause and strives not
to let the dignity of even a single person become
compromised unjustly, or, for a single person to
be oppressed, or even for a single animal for that
matter. (16)

In contrast, politics — according to the modern
meaning of the word — is the power to steer the
helm of government, directing people and seizing
the reins of power no matter what the cost may
be in terms of disregard for dignity, bloodshed,
suppression of freedoms, blackmail, oppression,
injustice and so on. So long as government is for
the rulers and the executive is subject to their
orders then [power] is the end sought, which
justifies the means, even if these means include
unjustly and oppressively shedding the blood of

thousands or even millions. This is the language
of the politics implemented by the countries of
the world today.

In order for us to see the meaning of politics in
Islam, what modern politics means to most coun-
tries of the world, and for us to be able to under-
stand clearly the enormous difference between
the two types of politics, let us consider some
real life examples and practices of both types of
politics.

1- Surat al-A'raf verse 157
2- Surat al-Shura verse 13
3-Tahdhib al-Ahkam vol. 6 pp 95-96 Chapter 46

4- Amali al-Shaykh al-Sadug, p679 hadith 1, session
97

5- Majmi‘ al-Bahrayn vol. 4 p 78

6- Bihar al-Anwar vol. 74 p 254 Chapter 10 hadith 1 cit-
ing Tuhaf al-Uqul

7- Bihar al-Anwar vol. 74 p 240 Chapter 10 hadith 1 cit-
ing Tuhaf al-Uqul

8- al-Tamimi: Ghurar al-Hikam wa Durar al-Kalim: p339
hadith 7738

9- Nahj al-Balagha,

10- Wasa'il al-Shi‘a: vol. 17 p45 Chapter 12 Hadith 2

11- Al-Kafivol. 1 p59: hadith 4

12- Al-Kafivol. 1 p57: hadith 13

13- Bihar al-Anwar vol. 89 p81 Chapter 8 hadith 9 citing
Tafsir al-‘Ayyashi

14- Wasa'il al-Shi‘a vol. 28 p353 Chapter 10 hadith 46

15- Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 89 p84 Chapter 8 hadith 16

16 Itis reported that when the Messenger of Allah, peace
be upon him and his pure family, saw a hobbled she-camel
on top of which was its saddle [and its appurtenances] He
said: “Where is its owner?” Tell him to get ready for a reck-
oning. He also said, peace be upon him and his pure family,
"A beast has the right that its master carry out six practices
—to feed it when he rests, to offer it water when he passes
by water, not to beat it unless it deserves it, not to load it
up beyond its capacity, not to make it travel further than it
is able and not to stand over it after milking it waiting for its
udders to refill with milk. Mustadrak al-Wasa'il vol. 8 p300
hadith 1, and p258 hadith 1, and other narrations which
can be found in their relevant places.



And Imam Ali, peace be upon him, said in his
covenantdocumentto Malik al-Ashtaral-Nakha'ei
(May Allah be pleased with him):

“Choose your governors from amongst the
people of piety, knowledge and politics”. (6)

In another part of the same covenant document
Imam Ali said: “Appoint from your soldiers those
you feel in your heart to be the most sincere to
Allah, to His Prophet and to your Imam and who
have the most comprehensive knowledge and
politics.” (7)

Imam Ali also said: “The best of policies is jus-
tice.” (8)

He said in a letter of his to Mu‘awiyah ibn Abu
Sufyan:

“O Mu‘awiyah! Since when have you been lead-
ers of the flock and rulers of the nation?” (9)

This shows that the leaders of the flock were
not Mu‘awiyah, his predecessors or the likes of
him, but rather the Prophet, the Imam and their
deputies.

The Messenger of Allah said in his great ser-
mon on the momentous Day of Ghadir Khum:

“O People! By Allah, there is nothing which
takes you closer to Heaven and further away from
the Hellfire except that | have ordered you to do,
and there is nothing which takes you closer to
the Hellfire and further away from Heaven except
that | have forbidden you to do.” (10)

It is narrated that Imam Ja'far al-Sadig, peace
be upon him, said:

“There is not a case except [that a law is re-
vealed] about it in the Book and the Sunnah.”
(11

Also reported is a conversation between
Suma‘ah and Imam Musa al-Kadim, peace be
upon him, when the former said:

“May Allah keep You well. Did the Messenger
of Allah, peace be upon him and his pure family,
bring everything that people needed?”

The Imam, peace be upon him, said: “Yes, and
all that they will need until the Day of Resurrec-
tion.”

“Was any of it lost?”

“No. It is all with its rightful trustees.” (12)

It is also reported that Imam al-Sadiq, peace be
upon him, said:

“Allah revealed in the Qur'an the explanation for
everything to the extent that, by Allah, He did not
fail to explain to the people anything which the
servants need, so no servant can say: “If only this
had been revealed in the Qur'an”, because Allah
did make a revelation about it.” (13)

Clearly the meaning of this is revelation in gen-
eral aspects of the Qur'an, not in specific as-
pects.

It is also reported that Imam al-Rida, peace be
upon him, said:

1y




Is at the very heart of Islam
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Introduction

Politics is defined as “organising people's world
affairs in the best and most comfortable fashion”,
and this definition is the meaning of the decla-
ration of the Almighty when describing Prophet
Muhammad:

“... and he will relieve them of their burden and
the fetters that they used to wear”(1)

Politics therefore is at the heart of Islam - it is
one of the pillars of the religion — and thus it is
the duty of every Muslim individual to endeavour
to implement [this politics] throughout the world,
and to strive — by all the various ways and lawful
means — to strengthen it, putting into effect what
the Almighty said:

“He hath ordained for you that religion which
He commended unto Noah, and that which We
inspire in thee (Muhammad), and that which We
commended unto Abraham and Moses and Je-
sus, saying: Establish the religion.” (2)

Careful scrutiny of the long, shining Islamic his-
tory through the centuries — especially the history
of Allah’s Messenger, peace be upon him and his
pure family, and the history of his was/y (Execu-
tor) the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali lbn
Abi Talib, and his descendants - the pure Imams
- gives us a complete idea of the place of true
politics in Islam.

Perusal of the Wise Qur'an and books of tafsir

and haadith places us before the great intellectual
and political legacy left by Islam to the Muslims
and to the whole of the world.

Passages from the Sharia

In the Islamic Sharia there truly are very many
passages which indicate that politics is an insep-
arable part of Islam. In fact it is more correct for
us to say:

Islam and politics are two words for one notion.
Politics is Islam and Islam is politics according to
its true, comprehensive meaning.

We shall mention here some of those passages
not mentioned at the beginning of the book or in
the various sections coming up:

There is reference in a holy hadith describing
the Imams to their being: “political managers
of the servants [of Allah]”. (3)

In another noble hadith it is said: “The Imam is
a knowledgeable scholar who is not ignorant of
anything, who is proficient in the Imamate, and
knowledgeable about politics.”

It is also said in a holy hadith:

“. .. Then the Almighty delegated the matter
of the religion and of the nation to the Prophet,
peace be upon him and his pure family, to gov-
ern His servants.” (4)

In another hadith it is said:

“The Children of Israel were governed by their
Prophets.” (5)
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