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and other worship. Prayers and other acts of worship account
for a part of Islam, the same way that Ali bin Abi Talib (pbuh),
Fatima Az-Zahra (pbuh), and the Husayni rituals are considered
a vital part of Islam and cannot be separated from it. Therefore,
Islam without Ali, Fatima, Hassan, and Husayn (pbut) is not an
authentic Islam. A complete Islam is one which is composed of
many doctrines, injunctions, morals, and disciplines; each and
every one of which is inseparable from it. Thus, one may not
obtain one part of the whole and abandon the other. Recogniz-
ing some components of religion while neglecting others does
not benefit and it is vital that all parts of religion are taken into
consideration and acted upon.

Thus: An Islam which lacks Ali bin Abi Talib (pbuh) and
the third proclamation “bearing witness that Ali is the successor
of Allah” is not considered an authentic Islam, because the Holy
Prophet’s (pbuh&hf) entire efforts in conveying the message
were fulfilled with the appointment of Ali, the Commander of
the Faithful (pbuh), as his successor. Certainly, an Islam which
lacks Ali bin Abi Talib (pbuh) does not deserve the title of Is-
lam. Such an Islam is not beneficial, and is nothing but scattered
floating particles of dust, as Allah (swt) states: “And We shall
turn to whatever deeds they did (in this life), and We shall make
such deeds as floating dust scattered about.”

After the battle of Badr, Umayr bin Wahab Al-Jamhi (whose
son—Wuhayb bin Umayr—was taken captive in the battle), an
evil man from Quraysh who was known for his wickedness to-
wards the Holy Prophet (pbuh&hf) and his companions in Mak-
kah, sat with Safwan bin Ummayyah to discuss the outcome of
the battle. Safwan said to him: “By Allah, there is no happiness
in life after this event.” Umayr replied to him: “Yes, by Allah,
you are right. By Allah! If it was not for my debts and for my
fear over my family, I would have approached Muhammad to
kill him, for my son has been taken captive by them.” Safwan
said: “As for your debt, I will pay it off, and as for your family,
I will take care of them as if they are my own.” Umayr said:
“Then keep this issue private between you and me.” Safwan re-
plied: “I will.” Safwan then ordered for his sword to be sharp-
ened and poisoned and then proceeded towards Madinah. When
he arrived to the Holy Prophet (pbuh&hf), he asked him: “Oh
Umayr, what brings you here?” Umayr replied: “I have come to
claim the prisoner whom you have taken captive.” The Prophet
said: “Then what is the reason you are carrying your sword with
you?” Umayr replied: “Believe me; I have only come for this
purpose.” The Prophet said: “In fact, you met with Safwan bin
Ummayyah to discuss the outcome of the battle of Badr, and you
told him that if it was not for your debt and for your fear for your
family, you would have come to kill Mohammad, and Safwan
relied to you that he will pay off your debt and take care of your
family so you may kill me. Allah has created a barrier between
you and me.” Umayr replied: “I bear witness that you are the
messenger of Allah. We used to deny your prophet hood, but no
one knew of this issue except Safwan and me; By Allah none
can have informed you except Allah. Praise be to Allah who has
guided me to Islam and to the truth.”

After the conquest of Makkah and the glorious return of
the Holy Prophet (pbuh&hf) and his companions to Makkah,
Safwan bin Ummayyah was the only person to escape from

the city. Perhaps his escape was due to his thinking that if the
Prophet were to pardon everyone in the city, he would not be
pardoned, or that he was not aware of the general pardon granted
by the Holy Prophet to the people of Makkah, announced by
the Commander of the Faithful, Ali (pbuh). This general pardon
was considered one of the greatest signs of the mercy of the
Prophet (pbuh&hf) towards the people, which resulted in the
enormous attraction of the people to Islam and their acceptance
to it. Thus, Allah (swt) states: “And you see the people enter
Allah’s religion in crowds.™ When the news of this incident
reached Umayr, he approached the Holy Prophet (pbuhé&hf) and
informed him of the occurrence. The Prophet commanded Um-
ayr to go to Safwan and inform him that he is safe. Umayr then
proceeded to Safwan to inform him of the pardon granted by the
Holy Prophet (pbuh&hf). When Safwan heard of the news, he
said to Umayr: “If I can be sure that this news came from the
Prophet himself, I will return, however, how can I be reassured
that you are telling the truth?” Umayr returned to the Prophet
asking him for an indication to provide Safwan with. The Holy
Prophet (pbuh&hf) then gave Umayr his turban (named Sahab,
in which he then gave to Imam Husayn; and Imam Husayn wore
on the day of Ashura in Karbala). Once Safwan saw the turban
of the Holy Prophet (pbuh&hf), he accepted Umayr’s news and
returned with him reassured.

His eminence then confirmed that: It was such high
morals and acts which define true Islam, not what we witness
today in some Islamic countries under the name of Islam. If the
true noble teachings of Islam were implemented today, the result
would have been the wide-spreading of Islam and the capturing
of the hearts of the people world-wide.

In the conclusion, his eminence gave the following
admonishments to the believers:

1. Create a suitable environment to educate and raise youth
according to noble values, and to distance them from immorality
and deviation.

2. Implement Islamic values in dealing with spouses; for
the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali (pbuh), while on his
death bed (his holy head tied with a bandage; the narrator says:
“I do not know which was more yellow, the face of the Imam or
his bandage”), in this harsh state, commanded righteousness in
dealing with one’s spouse.

3. Imam Husayn’s (pbuh) sacrifice guaranteed the preserva-
tion of Islam. Although the months of Muharram and Safar have
ended, however, Imam Husayn (pbuh) relates to every month of
the year. He is the glory of Islam, and Islam is not confined by
a specific time and place. If it was not for the great sacrifice of
Imam Husayn (pbuh), we would not have been worshipping to-
day, and we would have not uttered the words “There is no God
but Allah.” Therefore, uphold gatherings to remember the Imam
in your homes during the entire year, and allow the sacrifice of
Imam Husayn (pbuh) to live for eternity.

May the peace and blessings of Allah be upon Mohammad
and his purified progeny.

1.Holy Qur’an (48:29)
2. Holy Qur’an (25:23)
3.Bihar Al-Anwar, Volume 19, Chapter 10: The Battle of Badr, Page 326, Hadith 82.
4.Holy Qur’an (110:2)
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«p1oxbr Lecture

Grand Ayatollah Al-Shirazi on the
Occasmn of the Martyrdom of the Holy Prophet (pbuh&hf):
n without Ali, Fatima, Hassan, and Husayn, is not Islam

n Frlday, the 28th of the month of Safar, 1429AH, a

O large group of believers, religious activists, and loy-

alists to the Household of the Holy Prophet (pbut)
from different parts of Iran, attended the home of his eminence
Grand Ayatollah Sayed Sadiq Al-Husayni Al-Shirazi to offer
their condolences, and to listen to his valuable words and ad-
monishments regarding the tragic event of the martyrdom of the
master of creation, the Holy Prophet (pbuh&hf).

In the introduction to his lecture, his eminence stat-
ed that: there are many instances in the Holy Qur’an in which
references of praise and commendation are made about the Holy
Prophet (pbuh&hf) and his companions. One of these instances
is in the conclusion of Surat Al-Fath (The Victory), in which
Allah (swt) states: “Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and
those with him are firm of heart against the unbelievers, com-
passionate among themselves; you will see them bowing down,
prostrating themselves, seeking grace from Allah and pleasure;
their marks are in their faces because of the effect of prostra-
tion; that is their description in the Taurat and their description
in the Injeel; like as seed-produce that puts forth its sprout, then
strengthens it, so it becomes stout and stands firmly on its stem,
delighting the sowers that He may enrage the unbelievers on
account of them; Allah has promised those among them who be-
lieve and do righteous deeds, forgiveness and a great reward.”!

Furthermore, his eminence explained that: in this
holy verse, Allah (swt) describes the companions of the Prophet
(pbuh&hf) with a variety of noble traits: firm of heart against the
unbelievers, compassionate among themselves, bowing down,
prostrating themselves, seeking grace from Allah, etc. How-
ever, after commending the companions with all of these bril-
liant characteristics, Allah (swt), in the culmination of the verse,
makes a great promise to a specific group among these com-
panions: “Allah has promised those among them who believe
and do righteous deeds, forgiveness and a great reward;” and
the statement “do righteous deeds” clearly signifies that these
companions completely perform all of the good deeds which
pertain to them. Furthermore, it is clear that one who does not
make ends meet is not required to pay khums (religious tax), and
one who does not acquire capability, is not obliged to perform
hajj (pilgrimage), for one who acquired aptitude and does not
perform the hajj is not considered part of those who “do righ-
teous deeds.”

T RN

Therefore: Divine Forgiveness, regardless of all of the no-
ble characteristics mentioned in the verse, is specific to those
among the companions of the Holy Prophet (pbuh&hf) who en-
joy authentic faith and perform the good deeds which have been
obligated upon them. Furthermore, the phrase “among them” in
this holy verse is worthy of great contemplation. In fact, many
scholars have been guided to the path of Ahlulbayt (pbut) sim-
ply by fore thinking this simple phrase.

His eminence then illustrated a real-life example,
stating that: we are all aware that the reason why an aircraft
may fall from the sky is the result of technical problems or defi-
ciencies found within it. It is not necessary for the entire aircraft
to be defective, for perhaps the seats, wings, air and electric sys-
tems, and other parts may be in perfect condition, however, one
small deficiency may cause the entire aircraft to fall.

In other words: In order for the aircraft to work in perfect
condition and to transport its travelers safely, thousands of com-
ponents must work properly. In order for the aircraft to fall, per-
haps only one of these components must fail to work properly.
This is the case for the human body also, for only one blood clot
can result in a deadly stroke, even if the stomach, the intestines,
lungs, and all of the other body parts are working in perfect
condition. Thus, thousands of conditions are required in order
for one to perform his daily routines with full energy, such as
speaking, walking, eating, and other functions, while only one
issue may cause his death, such as a blood clot or kidney, heart,
or lung failure. Systems such as an aircraft or the human body,
which require the safety of each and every component in order
to function successfully, are known as complex systems.

Furthermore, his eminence stated that: religion is
a sort of complex system. In order for Islam to be erect and
alive in an individual’s life, it is vital that all of the conditions
it requires are acquired, and it is not enough to merely proclaim
that “there is no God but Allah” and to perform daily prayers.
Many of the companions of the Holy Prophet (pbuh&hf) who
turned their backs to his will after his demise, by rejecting the
Commander of the Faithful, Ali, and waging war against him,
enjoyed significant characteristics when it came to their asceti-
cism and worship. Some of them worshipped all night with de-
votion; however, did such worship have a positive impact on
them? True Islam is composed of many components and, in fact,
is not defined simply by the performance of midnight prayers
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reflection) of the piety of the hearts!.

This reaction on the part of these
scholars led to their isolation and dis-
missal from social and official posts.
Therefore, only a few of the Hijaz schol-
ars believed in the act of building tombs
as being shirk.

Fuad: Well, I was also thinking that
if these burial chambers and tombs were
symbols of shirk and forbidden, then why
did Muslims from the time of the Holy
Prophet (pbuh) until now not know and
take action about it?. And why did they
not realize during the past 13 centuries
that these acts were prohibited?

Jafar: It is worth mentioning that the
Holy Prophet (pbuh) did confirm the le-
gality of making buildings and burial
chambers on graves.

The Ismail Enclosure (known as
Hijr-e Ismail) where Prophet Ismail and
his mother, Hajar are buried is the best
evidence substantiating our claim. The
burial sites of Prophet Ibrahim (a.s.) and
Prophet Moses (a.s.) are other instances
of tomb building. The tombs built on their
graves have remained there ever since
the time of the Holy Prophet. The Holy
Prophet (pbuh) and his successors did not
make any objections nor did they prevent
others from visiting them. As stated by
some scholars, if making such buildings
were forbidden, the Holy Prophet (pbuh)
would order the destruction of the tombs
and forbid Muslims from visiting them.
Since he did not do this, we conclude that
building and renovating the shrines of the
Imams and the saints, and visiting them
is allowed.

Furthermore, when the Holy Prophet
of Islam passed away, he was buried in his
room and its door was closed. His grave
therefore happened to be inside a room
with four walls and a ceiling. The point
I want to make is that, if one of the Holy
Prophet’s companions had heard him for-
bidding this act, undoubtedly they would
not bury the Holy Prophet (pbuh) in there,
or if he were buried there, it would have
been obligatory to destroy the room so
that it would not include the grave. Since
none of the Holy Prophet’s companions
and relatives did this and they considered
destroying the building as forbidden, we
come to understand that not only making
buildings on graves is not shirk but it is
not forbidden also.

Fuad: I should thank you for acquaint-

ing me with the truth. You made me un-
derstand that making edifices on graves
is neither haram nor shirk. So, all those
claims concerning the impermissibility of
making shrines on graves are obviously
undocumented and unreliable.

Jafar: 1 also thank you for your readi-
ness to accept the truth and to follow the
path of guidance and act in line with cor-
rect rational and logical guidelines. For
this reason, I would be more than glad to
further your insight about the truth and
religion. If you have time, I would be
willing to go on speaking with you about
the subject.

Fuad: I am fond of truth. So I am
ready with all my heart and soul to listen
to you. Tell me whatever you want to.

Jafar: It was proved in our dialogue
that constructing the divine saints’ graves
is permissible and there is no objection to
1t.

Fuad: Yes, it was, and I go along with
you in this regard.

Jafar: Now, I want to say that con-
structing the graves of God’s great saints
and erecting burial chambers on them are
recommended and one who engages in
such activities will be rewarded.

Fuad: How?

Jafar: Almighty God says:
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That (shall be so); And whoever re-
specteth the signs of God verily it is (the
reflection) of the piety of the hearts?.

Therefore, whatever act is considered
to be a sign of God, it is recommended to
respect it.

Fuad: You are right, but how is con-
structing the graves of the divine saints
considered to be a sign of God?

Jafar: Signs are those things which
give dignity and honor to the “Religion”
in the eyes of the people of the world, and
there is no textual evidence for its prohi-
bition.

Fuad: Do you think these structures
cause the religion to look great?

Jafar: Yes, they do.

Fuad: How?

Jafar: There is no doubt that construct-
ing and renovating the graves of the great
personalities of Islam, making buildings
on their graves, preventing them from
erosion and ruin are a kind of respecting
them. For example, if an individual plants
a sapling beside a grave, isn’t it a way of

respecting the dead individual?

Fuad: Yes, it is.

J'afar: Now the question is, if a grand
building and a tomb are built on the grave,
there is no doubt that this act isn’t but re-
spect for the person buried in the grave.
Therefore, respecting and venerating
God’s saints such as the Infallible Imams
is in fact venerating Islam and honoring
the religion to which these saints invited
and led the people. If one respects the
head of a party or a school or a religion,
it isn’t but respecting the party and the re-
ligion?

Fuad: You are right.

Jafar: For that reason, constructing
the graves of God’s saints, keeping them
in good shape, respecting and venerating
them are a source of honor and glory for
Islam. In a nutshell, if something serves
as a means by which God is revered and
Islam is honored and respected, it is a sign
of God to which He summons and says:
“That (shall be so); And whoever respec-
teth the signs of God verily it is (the re-
flection) of the piety of the hearts.2”

Fuad: In that case, destroying the
graves of the saints, prophets and Imams
is disrespecting the religion and desecrat-
ing and debasing Islam because it is an
insult to our great saints. Disrespecting
them is in fact insulting the religion and
degrading them means degrading Islam.

Jafar: That is why I embraced the re-
ligion of the Ahlalbayt (a.s.), converted to
Shia and changed my name from Walid
to J'afar. When I was following others’
opinions, I was considering myself to be
in the right path but when I sought the real
truth and searched for it, I reached it.

If one leaves aside religious fanati-
cism and is prepared to find the truth
open-heartedly while he seeks it, he will
definitely gain it.

Fuad: From now on, I will be con-
sciously in search of truth; wherever I see
it and with whomsoever I find it, I will
follow it. I really thank you for enlight-
ening me about the subject. Now I want
your permission to go because I have an
appointment with someone.

Jafar: That is okay.

Fuad: Bye

Jafar: Take care.

1. Al-Hajj (22), verse 32
2. Al-Hajj (22), verse 32
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1G>+ Realities About The Shia

- Realities About The Shia
Building Burial
Chambers and

Shrines

uad: Jafar, may I ask you a
Fquestion about a controversial
topic between Shia and Sunni?

Jafar: Yes, let me know your ques-
tion. After all, I like an individual to be
awake, informed and acquainted with
matters by virtue of research and with
certainty so as not to follow, unknow-
ingly, the commotion prevailing in the
society.

Fuad: If what the Sunnis say is based
on truth, will you accept it?

Jafar: Undoubtedly, I am one of those
who surrender to the truth as soon as I
know it. I have embraced and accepted
the Shia religion because I have found the
truth in it. You know also that my par-

ents, brothers and relatives are all Sun-
nis. Therefore, if I understand that there
is truth in what you will say, I will be the
first to believe in it.

Fuad: You Shiites build tombs and ed-
ifices on the graves of prophets, Imams,
saints and scholars and you pray beside
them. This is absolutely a polytheistic be-
havior. You are worshipping the graves
as the polytheists are worshiping idols.

Jafar: You must avoid fanaticism and
be realistic. In stead of listening to this
and that person’s allegations about Shia,
you need to know the clear and conspicu-
ous truth from the book of God, the tradi-
tion of the Holy Prophet and that of the
righteous predecessors.

Fuad: Sure, I also try to do the same
and I believe that I should know the truth
about my sayings consciously and not
follow it blindly.

Jafar: Fine, I have to mention two
things:

Firstly, it is not we, the Shi’ites only,
who build tombs on the graves of our
saints; rather all Muslims make tombs
and buildings on the graves of prophets
and saints. Let me quote a few examples:

- There is a building and a tomb built
on the graves of the Holy Prophet and the
two caliphs in Medina.

- The grave of a number of prophets
including prophet Ibrahim (a.s.) in Jor-
dan’s Al-Khalil town has a burial cham-
ber, tomb and a building.

- There is a building on Prophet Mo-
ses’ grave in Jordan between Bait Lahm
and Amman.

-Abu Hurairah’s grave in Egypt has a
tomb which is visited by Sunni Muslims.

- And Abdul Qadir Gilani’s grave in
Baghdad has a courtyard, a burial cham-
ber and a tomb.

There are tombs, burial chambers
and shrines built on prophets’ graves and
those of the saints of Islamic religions in
different countries. Many of them have
endowed properties whose income is
used to repair and maintain the buildings.
Muslims belonging to various sects were
interested in doing this from the begin-
ning of the advent of Islam. They engaged
in the construction of such places and
praised others to do it. Never have they
forbidden others from building shrines
and tombs. Therefore, it is not the Shi’ites
only who build tombs on the graves of
our saints; but other Muslims are doing

the same as they have made tombs on the
graves of their saints which they recon-
struct, renovate and visit regularly.

Secondly, when we offer prayers in
the shrines and beside the graves of the
saints, we in fact pray to God not to the
saints, because wherever inside the shrine
we are, we stand in the direction of the
Qibla. If we offered the prayers for these
places and the people buried in them, we
would stand with our faces toward them.

Fuad: Then why do you offer your
prayers standing at the backside of these
graves making the tombs your Qibla.

Jafar: When we stand behind the
graves, we have the Qibla only in our
mind. These graves are located in front of
us naturally, uncontrollably and without
our intentions involved. We never intend
to stand in the direction of the graves.
To be clear, I should say that this is very
much like one who stands in the direction
of Qibla with a tall building in front of
him. Does it mean that one who stands in
front of the building worships the build-
ing itself?!

Furthermore, all Muslim scholars say
that it is permissible to offer prayers in the
direction of the Qibla even in the polythe-
ists’ places of worship where there is an
idol in front of him because he who is of-
fering prayer in there is not paying atten-
tion to the idol. In such a circumstance, is
he worshipping the idol in front of him?

Fuad: If, as per your saying, making
buildings on graves is not a polytheistic
act, then why on the basis of the fatwa
of Hijaz scholars, did they destroy the
mausoleums and tombs on the graves of
your Imams and religious saints under the
pretext that it was an act of worshiping
someone other than God.

Jafar: All the scholars of Hijaz did
not issue such a verdict; there were a few
of them who gave fatwa on the destruc-
tion of the tombs. One of the aged men
of Medina told me that when the tombs
of the Imams {in Baqi Cemetery} were
ordered to be destroyed, some of the Hi-
jaz scholars denied the claim that making
tombs was shirk (a polytheistic behavior);
they said that building mausoleums and
tombs was permissible and recommended
according to the Islamic Shari’ah because
God says:
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That (shall be so); And whoever re-
specteth the signs of God verily it is (the
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